
Welcome to your neighborhood river!!!
Today we call it the Taunton River. When the first Europeans arrived here they called it 
the Great River. Long before that, the Wampanoag Indians , who were the first people to 
settle where we live today, called it the Kuttetequat.!!
You might live right by the river or perhaps you only see bits and pieces of it when riding 
in a car on the highway over the Braga Bridge or the Veteran’s Memorial Bridge, 
between Fall River and Somerset, the Berkley Bridge, between Berkley and Dighton or 
the Weir Bridge in Taunton. You also might have spent time along the river while visiting 
Battleship Cove, Heritage Park or Bicentennial Park in Fall River; Village Waterfront 
Park in Somerset; Dighton Rock Park in Berkley or Weir Park in Taunton. Perhaps 
you’ve been lucky enough to have gone boating or fishing in the river.!!
The Taunton River has a very interesting human and natural history. Home to many 
different kinds of fish and other animals, it was also one of the first rivers explored by 
the Pilgrims and early settlers who came to live and work along its shores.!!
The Taunton River needs to be understood and appreciated so that we can take care of 
it and keep its waters from getting polluted. We must work hard to keep the river clean, 
so that we can continue to enjoy fishing, boating, swimming, and other fun activities on 
the water. We also want to protect the Taunton River so that the fish and other creatures 
that live there will always have a home. To that end, in 2009, the Taunton River was 
declared a National Wild and Scenic River by the U.S. Congress.!!

We hope you enjoy this Taunton River Heritage Coloring and Activity Book!!!
This Taunton River Heritage Coloring and Activity Book was funded through the Taunton Heritage Rivers 

Grant Program, an initiative of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.!
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